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You  may  find  the  following  Internet  sites  useful: 

• Alberta  Learning,  http://www.learning.gov.ab.ca 

• Learning  Technologies  Branch,  http://www.Iearning.gov.ab.ca/Itb 

• Learning  Resources  Centre,  http://www.lrc.learning.gov.ab.ca 


The  use  of  the  Internet  is  optional.  Exploring  the  electronic  information  superhighway  can  be 
educational  and  entertaining.  However,  be  aware  that  these  computer  networks  are  not  censored. 
Students  may  unintentionally  or  purposely  find  articles  on  the  Internet  that  may  be  offensive  or 
inappropriate.  As  well,  the  sources  of  information  are  not  always  cited  and  the  content  may  not  be 
accurate.  Therefore,  students  may  wish  to  confirm  facts  with  a second  source. 
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The  English  Language  Arts  10-2  learning  package  consists  of  seven  Student  Module  Booklets  and 
fourteen  Assignment  Booklets. 

In  addition  to  the  course  materials,  you  will  need  the  following  resources,  which  are  available  from 
the  Learning  Resources  Centre: 

• the  textbook  Crossroads  10  (Gage  Educational  Publishing  Co.,  2000) 

• the  textbook  Reading  and  Writing  for  Success  (Harcourt  Canada  Ltd.,  1997) 

• the  novel  Dare  by  Marilyn  Halvorson  or  the  novel  Deathwatch  by  Robb  White 

• a dictionary,  such  as  Gage  Canadian  Dictionary  or  Canadian  Oxford  Dictionary 

You  will  also  need  access  to  one  of  the  following  feature  films.  These  films  are  available  for  rent 
from  most  video  outlets,  or  you  may  be  able  to  borrow  the  films  from  someone  you  know  or  from 
your  local  library.  A brief  description  of  each  film  can  be  found  in  the  Appendix  of  Module  6. 

• The  Lion  King  II:  Simba’s  Pride  (1998)  G 

• Cool  Runnings  (1993)  PG 

• October  Sky  (1999)  PG 

• Never  Cry  Wolf  (1983)  PG 

• Pay  It  Forward  (2000)  PG-13 

• Finding  Forrester  (2000)  PG-13 

• What’s  Eating  Gilbert  Grape?  (1993)  PG-13 

Following  is  a list  of  equipment  that  you  will  be  required  to  use.  You  may  wish  to  discuss  the 
availability  of  equipment  with  your  teacher. 

• You  will  need  a computer  with  a GD-ROM  to  view  the  multimedia  programs  that  come  with 
the  course.  It  is  recommended  that  the  computer  have  a word-processing  program,  such  as 
Microsoft®  Word  installed  on  it.  It  is  also  recommended  that  the  computer  be  connected  to  the 
Internet. 

• To  listen  to  the  English  Language  Arts  10-2  Audio  CDs  that  come  with  the  course  materials, 
you  may  use  a CD  player  or  a computer  with  a CD-ROM. 

• To  view  the  feature  film  of  your  choice,  you  will  need  a television  and  a VCR  or  DVD  player. 

• You  will  need  some  way  to  record  and  send  oral  assignments.  You  may  choose  to  use  an 
audiocassette  recorder  or  a computer  equipped  with  recording  capability. 

Finally,  you  will  need  a notebook  or  binder  with  lined  paper  to  answer  questions  from  the  Student 
Module  Booklets  and  a journal  (scribbler  or  key-tab). 


Use  one  of  the  textbooks, 


Use  one  of  the  course  CDs, 


You  will  find  many  visual  cues  in  this  course.  Colour  is  used  to  highlight  terms  that  are  defined  in 
the  Glossary.  You  will  also  find  several  icons  in  the  margins.  Read  the  following  explanations  to 
discover  what  the  various  icons  prompt  you  to  do. 


View  television  or  a feature  film. 


Explore  the  Internet. 


Get  together  with  a partner  or  a group. 


llSSRSSIflR|1.t 


There  are  two  Assignment  Booklets  for  each  of  the  seven  modules  of  this  course.  Your  work  in  these 
Assignment  Booklets  will  be  submitted  to  your  teacher  for  assessment.  If  you  have  difficulty  with  any 
of  the  assignments,  you  should  consult  your  teacher. 

Your  final  mark  in  this  course  will  be  determined  by 

• the  quality  of  your  work  in  the  Assignment  Booklets 

• how  well  you  score  on  the  final  test 

• your  performance  on  any  other  tests  or  work  that  your  teacher  may  assign 

• any  other  criteria  established  by  your  teacher  or  your  school 

Your  teacher  or  school  will  provide  information  about  how  your  marks  will  be  distributed. 


Organize  your  materials  and  work  area  before  you  begin  so  that  you  have  everything  that  you  need. 
You  should  have  a quiet  area  away  from  distractions,  in  which  to  work.  Use  a calendar  to  set  goals  for 
yourself  to  complete  each  module.  Create  a schedule,  and  display  it  as  a reminder. 


Many  of  the  learning  outcomes  that  you  need  to  be  able  to  demonstrate  in  English  Language  Arts  10-2 
involve  your  skills  in  working  with  others.  Therefore,  you’re  encouraged  to  work  with  a partner 
throughout  this  course.  In  the  activities  that  you’ll  do  in  each  section,  you’ll  often  encounter 
instructions  asking  you  to  work  with  a partner  or  in  a group.  Although  it’s  possible  to  do  much  of  this 
work  on  your  own,  you’ll  likely  get  much  more  out  of  it  if  you  collaborate  with  others.  Your  partner  can 
be  a friend,  classmate,  or  family  member.  You  don’t  need  to  work  with  the  same  partner  all  of  the  time. 
If  you’re  having  problems  arranging  for  a study  partner,  contact  your  teacher. 


To  achieve  success  in  this  course,  be  sure  to  read  all  of  the  directions  carefully  and  work  slowly  and 
systematically  through  the  material  in  the  Student  Module  Booklets.  Taking  this  approach  will  prepare 
you  for  your  assignments.  Try  to  set  realistic  goals  for  yourself  each  day  and  each  week,  so  that  you’ll 
complete  each  module  in  a reasonable  time.  Do  your  assignments  regularly,  and  remember  to  review 
and  proofread  your  work  before  sending  it  to  your  teacher.  Careful  work  habits  will  greatly  increase 
your  chances  for  success  in  English  Language  Arts  10-2! 


oectionl 

The  Internet 


Lesson  1:  Websites  12 

Lesson  2:  E-mail  16 


Section  2 

Televisien 


Lesson  1 : Views  on  Television 
Lesson  2:  Stereotyped  Imases 
Lesson  3:  Interviews  


22 

28 

33 


MofljileJluiB 


Media  Influences 

From  morning  until  night,  you  are  bombarded  by  media  messages  on  the  radio,  television,  and  the 
Internet;  in  newspapers,  magazines,  and  store  windows;  and  on  billboards  and  buses.  Have  you  ever 
considered  how  much  influence  the  mass  media  have  on  your  knowledge,  attitude,  and  behaviour? 

In  this  module  you  will  examine  a variety  of  texts  that  explore  different  aspects  of  media  influences. 
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Did  you  know  that  the  Internet  (sometimes  called  the  Net)  is  a relatively  young  invention?  The 
American  military  created  the  initial  concept  of  the  Internet  to  pass  information  from  one  computer  to 
another  through  phone  lines.  In  the  1980s,  colleges  and  research  companies  joined  the  military 
network.  After  the  World  Wide  Web  was  created  in  the  early  1990s,  people  all  over  the  world  began  to 
communicate  and  access  information  on  their  personal  computers. 

Today  no  one  owns  the  Internet,  and  any  person  or  organization  can  have  a website.  The  Internet 
provides  information,  entertainment,  and  advertising  to  everyone  living  anywhere  on  this  planet.  When 
your  computer  is  connected  to  the  Internet,  you  and  your  family  can  bank,  pay  bills,  and  shop  online. 
You  can  also  read  online  newpapers  and  magazines  (called  e-zines),  play  interactive  games,  and 
communicate  with  others  by  electronic  mail  (called  e-mail) . 

In  this  section,  you  will  think  more  about  how  the  Internet  is  used.  You  will  evaluate  websites,  discuss 
e-mail  etiquette,  examine  a variety  of  texts,  and  review  abbreviations. 


Section  1 : The  Internet 
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lesm  1:  Websites 


Have  you  heard  the  expression  that  “the  world  is  getting 
smaller”?  Of  course.  Earth  isn’t  really  shrinking,  but 
improvements  in  communication  and  transportation  in 
the  past  century  have  made  the  world  seem  smaller. 

Suppose  you  have  a friend  in  Australia.  Instead  of 
writing  a letter  that,  a hundred  years  ago,  would  have 
taken  months  to  reach  your  friend,  you  can  pick  up  • 

the  phone  and,  within  seconds,  be  chatting.  In  less  • 

than  a day,  you  can  fly  to  Australia  to  visit  your  friend, 
instead  of  spending  months  on  a ship. 


The  Internet  has  made  the  world  seem  even  smaller.  As  you 
likely  know,  the  Internet  is  a network  connecting  computers  all  over  the  world 
through  telephone  lines  and  satellites.  If  you  have  access  to  a computer  that’s 
connected  to  the  Internet,  you  can  communicate  with  other  people  and  access 
information  from  other  computers  that  are  also  online. 


The  World  Wide  Web,  or  the  Web,  is  the 
main  way  people  communicate  on  the 
Internet.  The  Web  is  a network  of 
websites  on  the  Internet. 


A website  is  a set  of  interconnected 
web  pages,  usually  including  a home 
page,  generally  located  on  the  same 
server  and  prepared  and  maintained 
as  a collection  of  information  by  a 
person,  group,  or  organization. 


To  access  the  Web,  you  need  a web  browser,  which  is  a 
computer-software  program  that  retrieves  information  from 
websites.  The  most  common  web  browsers  are  Netscape 
Communicator  ™ and  Microsoft  ® Internet  Explorer  ™. 


Each  web  page  has  an  address  called  a uniform  resource  locator  (URL).  When  you 
type  a URL  into  your  web  browser,  your  computer  connects  with  that  web  page.  For 
example,  the  URL  for  Alberta  Learning’s  home  page  is  as  follows: 

http://www.learning.gov.ab.ca/ 

Web  pages  often  have  hotlinks,  sometimes  called  hyperlinks  or  links.  When  you 
click  on  a hotlink  with  a mouse,  you’ll  be  connected  with  other  web  pages  with 
related  information. 
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Another  way  to  find  information  on  the  Internet  is  to  use  a search  engine.  The  URLs 
for  two  popular  search  engines  are  as  follows: 


http://www.google.ca/ 

http://ca-en.altavista.com/ 

When  you  give  the  search  engine  a few  key  words,  it  searches  the  Web  and  reports 
the  results.  If  you  find  a site  you  like  and  want  to  return  to  it,  you  can  add  it  to  a 
computer  list  called  bookmarks  or  favourites. 

1.  Use  a search  engine  to  find  out  what  a “Nova  Scotia  duck  tolling  retriever”  is. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  47  in  the  Appendix. 


Tara:  I love  surfing  the  Net.  I always  find  interesting  websites. 

Mei-Ly:  Yes,  but  there’s  also  lots  of  advertising.  Many  websites  are  businesses  trying 
to  sell  you  something. 

Eric:  Right.  You  should  also  watch  for  sites  that  promote  hatred  and  violence. 

Lee:  And  some  sites  have  pornography.  The  Web  is  like  a big  city — it  has  everything, 
and  you  have  to  watch  where  you’re  going. 

When  you  access  the  Web,  you  need  to  be  alert  and  wary.  Be  especially  careful  about 
giving  personal  information,  such  as  your  name,  address,  telephone  number,  or 
credit-card  numbers.  The  people  or  organizations  that  own  websites  are  not  always 
honest  and  trustworthy. 

Remember  that  not  all  the  information  on  the  Internet  is  true  or  reliable.  It  is  a good 
practice  to  check  the  facts  with  more  than  one  source. 

2.  What  are  some  questions  you  can  ask  yourself  to  determine  if  the  information  on 
a site  is  reliable? 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  47  in  the  Appendix. 
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Write  a response  in  your  journal  about  using  the  Internet,  after  considering 
the  following  questions: 

• Do  you  enjoy  visiting  websites  on  the  Internet?  Why  or  why  not? 

• What  kinds  of  websites  do  you  and  your  family  visit  most  often? 

• Why  should  you  be  cautious  when  you  are  surfing  the  Net? 

Remember:  You  will  be  asked  to  choose  one  of  the  journal  entries  you 
completed  in  this  module  and  submit  it  with  Assignment  Booklet  2B. 

"Web  Tips:  The  Equation" 

You  may  have  looked  at  hundreds  of 
websites  on  the  Web.  You’ve  probably 
noticed  that  some  websites  are  easier  to 
use  and  are  more  attractive  than  others. 

Have  you  ever  considered  designing  your 
own  website? 

Turn  to  pages  164  and  165  in  Crossroads  10, 
and  read  “Web  Tips:  The  Equation”  to 
learn  more  about  website  design.  Be  sure 
to  add  any  new  words  you  encounter  to 
your  vocabulary  log. 

Visit  the  following  websites  to  explore 
some  well-designed  commercial  sites. 

http://cbc.ca/ 
http : //WWW.  ctv.  ca/ 
http://www.canada.com/ 
http://www.family.ca/ 
http://snow.utoronto.ca/snowkids/ 

3.  What  do  you  think  is  the  most  important  aspect  of  an  appealing  website — 
content,  visual  appeal,  creativity,  or  ease  of  navigation? 

4.  Suppose  that  you  decided  to  develop  your  own  website. 

a.  What  information  would  you  include  on  it? 

b.  How  would  you  create  visual  appeal  on  your  website? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  47  in  the  Appendix. 
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“Internet  Is  Hero’s  Window" 


The  Internet  is  a valuable  tool  for  the  elderly  and 
sick  or  disabled  people  who  may  have  difficulty 
leaving  their  home. 

Turn  to  pages  162  and  163  in  Crossroads  10,  and  read 
the  article  “Internet  Is  Hero’s  Window”  to  find  out 
how  one  disabled  person  has  used  the  Internet  to 
connect  with  other  people.  Be  sure  to  add  any  new 
words  you  encounter  to  your  vocabulary  log. 

5.  a.  Why  is  the  Internet  so  important  for  Hero  Joy 
Nightingale? 


b.  How  does  Hero  Joy  Nightingale  publish  the  magazine  From  the  Windowl 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  47  in  the  Appendix. 


Go  to  page  1 of  Assignment  Booklet  2A  and  respond  to 
question  1 of  Section  1 ♦ 


ftm  2^ 


Hero  Joy  Nightingale  has  asked  many  people  to  be  guest  columnists  for  her 
electronic  magazine  From  the  Window.  Imagine  that  she  has  asked  you  to 
write  a short  piece  for  her  magazine.  The  piece  can  be  poetry  or  prose.  - 

When  you  have  completed  the  piece,  put  it  in  your  portfolio.  In  Module  3,  > 
you  will  be  asked  to  choose  three  of  the  portfolio  items  you  have  completed 
and  submit  them  to  your  teacher. 


In  this  lesson,  you  explored  website  design.  In  the 
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tesson  2:  E-mail 


One  of  the  main  uses  of  the 
Internet  is  to  communicate  with 
other  people  through  electronic 
mail,  usually  called  e-mail. 

Exchanging  messages  through 
e-mail  is  fast  and  efficient.  You  can 
also  have  a lot  of  fun, 
corresponding  with  people  who 
may  live  thousands  of  miles  away. 


For  some  helpful  hints  on  writing 
e-mails,  view  the  segment  “Tone,  Purpose,  and  Audience”  on  your  English  Language 
Arts  10-2  CD-ROM. 

Following  are  some  tips  for  writing  e-mails: 

• Subject  line:  Include  a subject  headline  that  accurately  states  the  substance 
of  your  message.  Some  recipients  scan  the  subject  line  first  to  decide  which 
messages  to  open  immediately.  If  you  have  multiple  subjects,  and  you  really 
need  to  address  each  one,  don’t  be  afraid  to  send  multiple  messages. 

• Date:  Dates  are  not  considered  necessary  in  e-mail,  since  e-mail  messages  are 
date  stamped  by  your  mail  server  when  you  send  it. 

• Salutation:  Several  people  can  share  an  e-mail  address  and  e-mails  can  be 
sent  to  multiple  recipients,  so  it  is  helpful  to  address  the  e-mail  to  a specific 
person  or  group  of  people.  For  casual  correspondence,  you  can  use  a simple 
salutation,  such  as  “Dear  Bob”  or  “Dear  Swim-Team  Members.” 

• Replies:  When  replying  to  a message,  it’s  a good  idea  to  include  at  least  some 
of  the  text  of  the  original  message,  flagged  in  some  way,  in  case  the  person 
who  sent  it  has  forgotten  the  details. 

• Closing:  Even  though  your  name  and  e-mail  address  may  automatically 
appear  in  the  header  of  the  message,  some  people  won’t  see  them  there 
because  of  the  particular  e-mail  software  they  use.  Therefore,  for  formal 
correspondence,  you  should  include  your  full  name  and  e-mail  address  in 
your  messages.  For  casual  correspondence,  you  could  sign  your  first  name 
only. 
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emoticons:  a series 
of  keyed  characters 
used  in  e-mail  to 
indicate  an  emotion 


• Content:  Recipients  may  read  only  a few  sentences  of  a long  message,  reply 
as  soon  as  they  have  something  to  contribute,  and  forget  to  read  the  rest  of 
the  message.  Therefore,  it’s  best  to  keep  your  e-mails  short  (two  or  three 
short  paragraphs). 

• Audience:  Always  be  aware  of  your  audience 
and  write  accordingly.  Don’t  use  informal 
language  when  your  reader  expects  a more 
formal  approach.  Keep  in  mind  that  when  you 
send  a message  to  someone,  you’re  presenting 
an  image  of  yourself.  In  formal  e-mails,  do  not 
use  abbreviations  and  emoticons,  such  as  BTW 
(by  the  way),  LOL  (laugh  out  loud),  :-)  (happy), 
or  :-(  (sad).  The  recipient  might  not  be  aware  of 
the  meanings  of  the  abbreviations  and 
emoticons,  and  these  are  generally  not 
appropriate  in  business  e-mails. 

• Correctness:  Always  run  a spelling  and 
grammar  check  before  hitting  send.  These  checkers  won’t  catch  every 
mistake,  but  they  will  cut  down  on  the  number  of  typing  errors. 

• Tone:  Reading  your  e-mail  through  the  eyes  of  the  recipient  will  help  you 
send  a more  effective  message  and  avoid  misunderstandings.  Ask  yourself 
these  questions:  How  do  I sound?  What  attitude  do  I want  to  present? 


Many  people 


regard  typing  the 
complete  text  of 
an  e-mail  message 
in  capital  letters 
i as  shouting  the 


etiquette:  widely 
accepted  rules  for 
doing  something 


1.  The  following  chart  shows  you  four  points  of  e-mail  etiquette  to  consider  when 
you  send  e-mail.  Copy  the  chart  into  your  notebook.  Complete  the  chart  by 
explaining  what  points  you  should  keep  in  mind  about  each  of  these  items  of 
e-mail  etiquette. 


E-MAIL  ETIQUETTE 


Questions  to  Ask  Yourself 

Points  to  Keep  in  Mind 

Audience 

• Who  will  read  your  messase? 

• How  should  you  adjust  your  writins 
style  so  that  it’s  appropriate  for  this 
audience? 

Tone 

• How  do  you  sound? 

• What  attitude  do  you  want  to 
present  to  your  reader? 

Content 

• Have  you  expressed  your 
thoushts  clearly,  completely,  and 
as  concisely  as  possible? 

Correctness 

• Have  you  checked  your  spell  ins? 

• Are  your  sentences  clear  and 
complete? 

• Have  you  used  correct  punctuation, 
capitalization,  and  srammar? 

2.  Suppose  that  you  received  the  following  e-mail  message: 


From:  John  Doe  [jdoe@provider.ca] 
Sent:  5/27/2002  10:33  a.m. 

To:  Ednes  Widnowsky 

Cc: 

Subject:  Teen  Club  Meeting 


We  need  a speeker  for  our  Teen  Club  meeting,  let  me  know  as  soon  as 
posible  if  you  can  talk  to  us. 


a.  What  does  the  writer  of  this  message  need  to  learn  about  considering 
audience  and  tone  in  an  e-mail  message? 


English  Language  Arts  1 0-2:  Module  S 


18 


b.  The  content  of  this  e-mail  message  isn’t  clear  or 
complete.  What  information  is  missing  from  this 
message? 

c.  This  e-mail  message  needs  to  be  edited.  What  three 
mistakes  should  this  writer  correct? 

d.  Now  pretend  that  you  are  the  person  arranging  a 
speaker  for  a meeting.  Compose  an  effective  e-mail 
message  that  shows  that  you  understand  e-mail 
etiquette. 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  48  in  the  Appendix. 


Go  to  page  2 of  Assignment  Booklet  2A  and  respond  to 
question  2 of  Section  1 . ? * * 


Pof^t^i/o  ftm  23 


Imagine  that  your  favourite  television  program  has  been  cancelled.  Write  an 
e-mail  to  the  television  network  protesting  the  decision  and  explaining  why  ^ 
you  like  the  show.  * 

When  you  have  completed  your  e-mail  message,  put  it  in  your  portfolio.  In  * 
Module  3,  you  will  be  asked  to  choose  three  of  the  portfolio  items  you  have 
completed  and  submit  them  to  your  teacher. 


’ Section  1 : The  Internet 
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Conclusion 


In  this  section,  you  looked  at  the  newest  form  of  mass  media,  the  Internet.  As  you 
visit  websites  on  the  World  Wide  Web,  you  can  communicate  with  people  across 
your  street  or  across  the  world.  As  well,  you  can  use  the  Internet  to  access 
information  on  nearly 'everything.  The  Web  is  a huge  marketplace  filled  with 
advertising,  so  remember  to  use  your  critical  reading  and  viewing  skills  as  you 
explore  websites. 

You  evaluated  websites  for  content,  visual  appeal,  creativity,  and  ease  of  navigation 
You  also  learned  how  to  write  clear,  complete,  and  correct  e-mail  messages.  You’ll 
likely  use  e-mail  for  both  personal  and  work-related  messages,  so  it’s  important  to 
communicate  effectively.  No  one  wants  to  receive  poorly  written  e-mail;  therefore, 
think  about  your  image  before  you  send  a message. 
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\ Television 

Television  is  probably  the  most  powerful  medium  in  your  life.  It  may  have  far  more  influence  on  your 
ideas  and  beliefs  than  you  realize.  It  likely  affects  what  you  eat,  how  you  spend  your  money,  and  what 
you  think.  It  may  even  control  what  you  do  and  when  you  do  it. 

In  this  section,  you  will  consider  television  as  both  a source  of  information  and  entertainment.  To  help 
you  become  a more  critical  viewer  and  listener,  you  will  consider  the  use  of  stereotyped  images  in 
television.  In  your  investigation  of  stereotyped  images,  you  will  also  examine  a variety  of  texts  and 
review  figurative  language  and  sound  devices  in  poetry.  To  conclude  the  section,  you  will  review  how 
to  conduct  an  interview  and  then  set  up  and  conduct  an  interview. 


Ccsm  7:  Views  on  Television 


How  much  time  do  you  spend  watching  television? 
Are  you  a couch  potato,  or  are  you  busy  with  other 
activities?  Studies  have  shown  that  most  people 
spend  three  to  four  hours  every  day  watching 
television;  but  in  some  houses,  the  TV  is  on  for 
ten  hours  per  day. 


L 

Go  to  page  3 of  Assignment  Booklet  2A  and  respond  to 
question  1 of  Section  2. 

Read  the  following  article  about  the  television-viewing  habits  of  Canadians. 


Television  Viewing 


Estimates  of  television  viewing  reached 
a two-decade  low  in  the  fall  of  1999; 
viewers  in  almost  every  province  spent 
less  time  in  front  of  their  TV  set. 

Canadians  watched  television  for  an 
average  of  21.6  hours  per  week,  almost 
one  hour  less  than  in  1998,  and  well 
below  the  peak  of  23.5  hours  set 
in  1988. 

Viewing  declined  in  all  provinces  except 
Newfoundland  and  British  Columbia, 
which  posted  small  increases. 
Demographically,  all  age/sex  groups 
watched  less. 

Some  of  these  declines  may  be 
attributed  to  the  fact  that  overall 
attendance  at  movies  increased  for  the 
seventh  year  in  a row  in  1998/99, 
hitting  a 38-year  high  of  112.8  million 
visits,  a 12%  increase  from  the  previous 
year.  Canadians  are  also  logging  onto 


the  Internet  in  growing  numbers. 

In  1999,  about  42%  of  households 
contained  at  least  one  regular  user,  up 
from  36%  in  1998. 

Viewers  spent  two-thirds  of  their 
viewing  time  watching  foreign-produced 
- largely  American-produced  - programs. 
The  most  popular  programming  was  the 
combined  category  of  drama  and 
comedy,  followed  by  news  and  public 
affairs. 

Residents  of  Quebec  have  long  been  the 
leaders  in  television  viewing  time.  In 
the  fall  of  1999,  they  reported  watching 
for  an  average  of  24.7  hours  per  week. 
Television  is  even  more  popular  among 
French-speaking  Quebecers.  Their 
weekly  viewing  time  averaged  an 
estimated  25.5  hours,  about  five  hours 
more  than  English-speaking  Quebecers 
and  four  hours  more  than  the  Canadian 
population  as  a whole. 
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Quebec  viewing  was,  however,  down 
from  1998,  while  Newfoundland  posted 
a slight  increase.  Altogether,  residents  of 
the  two  provinces  reported  spending 
almost  the  same  average  number  of 
hours  per  week  watching  television  in 
the  fall  of  1999.  Alberta  posted  the 
lowest  average  viewing  time,  19.6  hours 
per  week. 

Like  the  overall  population,  each  age/ 
sex  group  reported  a decrease  in  average 
viewing  time.  However,  the  size  of  the 


decline  varied  widely  from  one  demographic 
segment  of  the  population  to  another. 

Of  all  age/sex  groups,  men 
aged  18  to  24  spent  the  least  time  watching 
television,  followed  by  children  and 
teenagers.  During  the  1990s,  the  sharpest 
declines  in  viewing  time  were  reported  by 
children  and  young  adults  (men  and 
women  18  to  24).  Women  25  and  over  had 
the  smallest  decrease.  These  variations 
widened  the  gap  in  average  viewing  hours 
between  the  youngest  and  oldest  groups. 


1.  What  trends  in  the  television- viewing  habits  of  Canadians  does  the  article 
describe? 

2.  What  are  some  of  the  reasons  television-viewing  on  average  in  Canada  has 
decreased? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  49  in  the  Appendix. 

Variety  in  Television  Programming 

If  you  talk  to  the  older  generations  about  their  memories  of  television,  they  will 
probably  recall  their  first  encounters  with  television.  They  may  tell  you  that  back 
then  they  could  receive  only  one  or  two  stations,  TV  programs  were  in  black  and 
white,  and  the  reception  was  often  very  poor. 

In  Canada,  the  history  of  television  goes  back  to 
1952  when  CBC  Television  began  broadcasting  in 
Toronto  and  Montreal.  By  1959,  CBC  Television 
was  linked  by  microwave  from  Victoria  to  St. 

John’s.  CTV  began  broadcasting  in  1961.  The  first 
live  TV  to  the  North,  via  Anik  satellite,  took  place 
in  1973. 


DID  YOU  KNOW 


When  CBC  Television 
began  broadcasting  in 
September  1952,  only  a 
few  Canadian 
households  had 
televisions.  Today,  it  is 
estimated  that  99  percent 
of  Canadian  households 
own  at  least  one 
television  set. 


' Adapted  from  Statistics  Canada’s  Internet  Site,  <http://www.statcan.ca/Daily/English/010125/d010125a.htm>  7 
August  2002.  Reproduced  with  the  permission  of  the  Minister  of  Public  Works  and  Government  Services  Canada. 


Over  time,  the  viewing  public  wanted  more  TV  channels  (no  doubt  as  they  got  tired 
of  watching  reruns  on  the  basic  channels).  Today  dozens  of  television  channels  are 
available  to  most  Canadian  homes  through  cable  companies  and  satellite  television 
services. 


Woman  shopping  while  watching  television 


3.  With  a partner  or  group,  discuss  the  variety  of  television  channels  available  in 
your  community  today. 

a.  What  kinds  of  information  are  available  on  TV  today? 

b.  What  kinds  of  entertainment  are  available  on  TV  today? 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  49  in  the  Appendix. 


"Tuning  in  to  Aboriginal  TV" 


Many  television  channels  are  specialty  channels.  These  channels  have  programs 
that  are  geared  to  special  interests  or  subjects. 


Turn  to  pages  132  to  134  in  Crossroads  10  and  read  “Tuning  in  to 
Aboriginal  TV.”  This  article  is  about  a specialty  channel.  Aboriginal 
Peoples  Television  Network  (APTN).  APTN  broadcasts  a variety  of 
programs  that  feature  First  Nations  people  and  aboriginal  issues.  Be 
sure  to  add  any  new  words  you  encounter  to  your  vocabulary  log. 

The  Aboriginal  Peoples  Television  Network  has  its  own  website. 

You  may  wish  to  browse  this  site  now  to  discover  more  about  this 
network. 


Aboriginal  Peoples 
Television  Network 


hUp://www.aptn.ca 
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4.  Working  with  a partner  or  group,  turn  to  page  135  of  Crossroads  10  and  discuss 
questions  Ld  and  4. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  50  in  the  Appendix. 


Go  to  pages  4 and  5 of  Assignment  Booklet  2A  and  respond 
to  question  2 of  Section  2. 


The  Pros  and  Cons  of  Television 

Television  has  several  advantages.  For  advertisers, 
television  offers  mass  coverage  throughout 
Canada  or  the  world.  For  viewers,  television 
offers  up-to-date  information  and  entertainment. 


However,  there  are  many  critics  of  television.  For 
example,  some  think  that  watching  television  is  a 
waste  of  time.  Others  think  that  watching  violent 
images  is  harmful,  particularly  if  the  audience  is 
children. 

"The  Forecast" 

Think  about  the  pros  and  cons  of  television  as  you  listen  to  the  poem 

“The  Forecast”^  on  the  English  Language  Arts  10-2  Audio  CD.  The  poem  is  printed  on 

page  136  in  Crossroads  10. 

5.  a.  To  whom  do  you  think  the  poet  refers  when  he  says  “we”  in  this  poem? 
b.  What  is  the  poet’s  viewpoint  of  television? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  51  in  the  Appendix. 


Go  to  pages  6 and  7 of  Assignment  Booklet  2A  and  respond 
to  question  3 of  Section  2. 


' Dan  Jaffe,  “The  Forecast.”  Reproduced  by  permission  of  the  author. 
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Section  2:  Television 


Critical  Viewing 


When  you  watch  television,  are  you  a critical  viewer  or  a passive  viewer? 

Critical  viewers  question,  analyse,  and  evaluate  what  they  are  watching.  Passive 
viewers  accept  what  they  see  as  being  true;  they  do  not  question  ideas,  feelings,  and 
behaviours. 


Ms.  Mailings:  How  do  you  use  your  critical-viewing  skills  when  you  watch  TV? 

Dakota:  Well,  I sure  don’t  believe  everything  I see  on  TV.  I can  tell  the  difference 
between  what’s  real  and  what’s  fake. 

Mei-Ly:  That’s  right.  A lot  of  programs  use  special  effects.  They’re  fun  to  watch;  but 
if  you  tried  that  stuff  in  real  life,  you’d  probably  get  killed  or  badly  injured. 

Dakota:  Life  in  most  television  shows  is  exaggerated.  Everything  is  bigger,  sadder, 
funnier,  happier,  or  scarier  than  it  is  in  real  life. 

Mei-Ly:  Yes,  and  most  of  the  people  in  sitcoms  are  cuter  and  funnier  than  in  real  life. 

Ms.  Mailings:  Even  the  news  on  TV  demands  critical  viewing.  TV  stations  know 
that  viewers  can  easily  switch  to  a different  channel.  As  a result,  a TV-news 
broadcast  is  usually  designed  to  entertain  as  well  as  inform. 

6.  What  are  some  ways  that  TV  stations  make  their  news  broadcasts  entertaining? 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  51  in  the  Appendix. 

To  discover  more  about  critical  viewing,  turn  to 

pages  248  and  249  of  Reading  and  Writing  for  Success, 

and  read  “Viewing  a Television  Show.” 
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7.  Critical  viewing  involves  questioning  what  you  are  seeing.  What  are  three 

questions  that  you  should  ask  when  you  are  watching  an  entertainment  program 
on  TV? 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  51  in  the  Appendix. 


Make  a chart  like  the  following  and  use  the  chart  to  compare  your  favourite 
TV  show  to  real  life.  There  are  a variety  of  television  shows  to  choose  from: 
cartoons,  comedy  programs,  education  programs,  talk  shows,  serial/soap 
operas,  sports  programs,  game  shows,  adventure  programs,  variety/musical 
shows,  documentaries,  and  news  programs. 

REALITY  CHECK 

Title  of  Show: 


Common  Images 

Similar  Scenes  from 

Comparison  of  TV 

from  Show 

Real  Life 

and  Real  Life 

Next  write  a composition  in 
response  to  this  question:  How 
well  does  television  reflect 
reality?  Support  your  opinion 
with  examples  from  your 
chart. 

When  you  have  completed 
your  composition,  put  it  in 
your  portfolio.  In  Module  3, 
you  will  be  asked  to  choose 
three  of  the  portfolio  items  you 
have  completed  and  submit 
them  to  your  teacher. 
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^&sm2:  Stereotyped  Images 


stereotype:  a 
widely  accepted 
but  exaggerated 
view  of  a person^ 
group,  or  idea 


When  you  watch  television,  do  you  recognize  stereotyped  characters  and  images? 

Think  about  characters  in  the  shows  that  you  watch  regularly. 

1.  Choose  three  professions,  such  as  doctors,  nurses,  lawyers,  professional  athletes, 
business  executives,  secretaries,  teachers,  or  librarians.  Then  fill  in  a chart  like 
the  following  by  briefly  describing  the  stereotypical  image  portrayed  in  some  TV 
shows  and  the  real-life  experience  of  each  profession. 


Profession 


Police  Officer 


Stereotypical  Image 


good-looking  men 

given  exciting  assignments 

pursue  criminals  in 
spectacular  car  chases 

sometimes  ignore  rules  and 
defy  their  bosses 

often  act  alone 

usually  arrest  the  criminals 


Real  Life 


average-looking  men  and 
women 

work  often  routine 

shoot-outs  and  car  chases 
rare  occurrences 

obey  orders  and  follow 
rules 

work  in  teams 

are  not  always  able  to 
locate  the  criminals 


Scientists 


men  with  thick  glasses, 
messy  hair,  lab  coats 

weird,  socially  inept,  often 
mad  or  evil 

smart,  but  absent-minded 
and  accident-prone 

work  at  home  on  inventions 
or  in  a lab 


average-looking  men  and 
women 

normal  people 

work  in  many  different 
situations 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  52  in  the  Appendix. 
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Mr.  Ference:  How  do  the  actors  on  TV  generally  look? 

Naseem:  Most  people  on  TV  look  cool.  The  women  are  gorgeous,  and  the  men  are 
muscular  and  handsome.  Everyone  looks  good. 

Mr.  Ferrence:  How  does  this  presentation  of  an  ideal  image  affect  you? 

Tara:  Sometimes  when  1 watch  TV,  1 see  someone  wearing  something  that  1 really 
like.  And  1 want  to  buy  the  same  jeans  or  shoes  or  whatever. 

Naseem:  Or  Til  see  a hairstyle  or  some  make-up  that  1 want  to  try. 

Tara:  When  I see  those  actors,  1 hate  the  way  1 look.  1 hate  my  clothes,  and  1 hate  my 
body. 

Naseem:  Yeah.  Watching  TV  makes  me  hate  my  old  stuff— like  my  old  car  or  TV  set 
or  even  my  furniture. 

Mr.  Ference:  In  a way,  TV  can  make  the  rest  of  us  feel  inferior.  It  makes  us  want  to 
be  more  attractive  and  more  glamorous.  So  we  try  to  change  our  bodies,  our 
appearances,  and  sometimes  our  behaviour. 


"Reflections  Dental" 

In  real  life,  people  are  not  perfect.  People  come  in  all 
shapes  and  sizes.  Some  people  have  physical  and  mental 
handicaps.  Some  people  have  poor  eyesight  and  wear 
glasses,  some  have  bad  hearing  and  use  a hearing  aid, 
and  some  have  uneven  teeth. 


But  on  television,  the  people  are  often  very  good  looking.  They  are  usually  tall, 
physically  fit,  and  young  or  youthful  looking.  They  are  usually  well-groomed,  with 
beautiful  hair  and  a great  smile. 

Think  about  this  ideal  image  as  you  listen  to  the  poem  “Reflections  Dental”'  on  the 
English  Language  Arts  10-2  Audio  CD.  The  poem  is  printed  on  page  137  in 
Crossroads  10. 


' “Reflections  Dental,”  copyright  ® 1957  by  Phyllis  McGinley,  “Girl’s-Eye  View  of  Relatives,”  copyright  ® 1959  by 
Phyllis  McGinley,  from  TIMES  THREE  by  Phyllis  McGinley.  Used  by  permission  of  Viking  Penguin,  a division  of 
Penguin  Putnam  Inc. 


2.  a.  The  poet  says  that  she  would  be  happy  to  see  just  one  television  celebrity 
with  imperfect  teeth  (“uncapped  incisors”)-  Can  you  think  of  any  TV  stars 
who  are  ordinary  looking? 

b.  What  does  the  abbreviation  M.C.  stand  for? 

c.  What  is  the  tone  of  “Reflections  Dental”?  Hint:  Turn  to  pages  113  and  114  of 
Reading  and  Writing  for  Success  to  review  the  meaning  of  tone. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  53  in  the  Appendix. 

Sound  Devices 


Rhyme  involves  the  repetition  of  the  final  sounds  in  words  in  a poem;  for  example, 
miser’s  and  incisors  are  rhyming  words. 

Rhythm  refers  to  the  pattern  of  stressed  and  unstressed  syllables  in  a poem. 

To  understand  the  rhythm  of  this  poem,  look  at  the  following  lines: 

How  pure/,  how  beau/  ti  ful,/  how  fine/ 

Do  teeth/  on  tel/  e vi/  sion  shine!/ 

The  bolded  syllables  represent  the  strong  or  stressed  beats.  If  you  read  the  rest  of  the 
poem,  you  will  see  that  McGinley  arranges  each  line  so  that  it  has  a regular  pattern. 

Alliteration  is  the  repetition  of  the  initial  consonant  sound  in  words.  For  instance,  in 
the  sentence  I fear  the  ringing  of  the  phone,  alliteration  occurs  with  fear  and  phone 
because  both  begin  with  the  same  sound  though  they  are  not  spelled  the  same. 

3.  a.  Now  look  at  the  words  at  the  end  of  the  lines.  How  would  you  describe  the 
rhyme  in  McGinley’s  poem? 

b.  Quote  three  examples  of  alliteration  in  this  poem. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  53  in  the  Appendix. 
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Figurative  Language 


Poets  sometimes  use  figurative  language  rather  than  literal  language.  Figurative 
language  uses  comparisons  or  exaggeration  to  convey  meaning,  whereas  literal 
language  means  exactly  what  it  says. 


Figurative  Language  Literal  Language 


Figurative  language  includes  the  following  figures  of  speech:  simile,  metaphor, 
personification,  and  hyperbole. 

Simile,  metaphor,  and  personification  are  kinds  of  comparisons.  In  a simile,  the 
words  like  or  as  are  used.  In  a metaphor,  there  is  an  implied  comparison.  In 
personification,  something  non-human  is  compared  to  something  human. 

Hyperbole  is  exaggeration  to  create  emphasis  or  humour. 

4.  Identify  the  type  of  figurative  language  used  in  each  of  the  following  lines  from 
the  poem  “Reflections  Dental”  on  page  137  of 
Crossroads  10.  Pay  special  attention  to  the  bolded 
words. 

a.  “No  flutist  flutes,  no  dancer  twirls,/  But 
comes  equipped  with  matching 
pearls.” 

b.  “Gleeful  announcers  all  are  born/ 

With  sets  like  rows  of  hybrid  corn.” 

c.  “All  flash  white  treasures,  lower 
and  upper.” 

d.  “With  miles  of  smiles  the  airwaves  teem,” 

e.  “Twould  please  my  eye  as  gold  a miser’s — ” 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  53  in  the  Appendix. 


For  more  helpful  information  on  sound  devices  and  figurative  language,  view  the 
segment  “Effects  of  Musical  Devices  and  Figures  of  Speech”  on  the  English  Language 
Arts  CD-ROM. 


In  your  journal,  complete  a response  chart  like  the  following  for  “Reflections 
Dental.” 

Hint:  See  the  sample  response  chart  on  page  35  of  Reading  and  Writing  for 
Success. 


RESPONSE  TO  "REFLECTIONS  DENTAL" 


How  do  you  feel  as  you  read  the  poem? 

What  do  you  think  the  poet  is  saying? 

What  do  you  think  about  the  poet’s 
ideas?  Do  you  agree?  Why  or  why  not? 

What  are  your  favourite  images  in  the 
poem?  Why  did  you  choose  them? 

What  do  you  think  of  the  sound  of  the 
poem — its  rhyme,  its  rhythm,  and  the 
words  used? 

In  this  lesson  you  explored  stereotyped  images  and 
you  reviev^ed  sound  devices  and  figurative  language. 
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The  person  being  interviewed  is  called  the  subject.  In  an 
interesting  interview,  the  subject  is  asked  thoughtful 
questions,  which  provoke  lively  and  insightful 
responses. 


Do  you  enjoy  watching  talk  shows  on  television?  If  you 
do,  you  have  probably  seen  the  talk-show  host  interview 
guests.  Interviewing  is  one  way  of  obtaining  information 
about  people’s  lives,  interests,  experiences,  and 


activities. 


“Jane  Goodall  and  the  Chimps" 


Have  you  ever  watched  the  Vicki  Gabereau  show  on  television?  Before  Gabereau  had 
her  own  television  talk  show,  she  spent  more  than  twenty  years  interviewing  people 
on  CBC  radio. 

During  her  radio  days,  Vicki  Gabereau  interviewed  Jane  Goodall  about  her  work  with 
chimpanzees  in  Africa.  In  the  article  “Jane  Goodall  and  the  Chimps,”  you  will  see 
Vicki  Gabereau’s  questions  and  Jane  GoodalTs  answers  written  essentially  as  they 
were  spoken. 

Turn  to  pages  300  to  306  in  Crossroads  10,  and  read  this  interview  now.  Be  sure  to 
add  any  new  words  you  encounter  to  your  vocabulary  log. 


Write  a response  to  this  interview  in  your  journal,  after  considering  the 
following  questions; 

• Had  you  heard  of  Jane  Goodall  before  you  read  this  interview? 


• How  do  you  feel  about  GoodalTs  study  of  the  chimpanzees? 

• Has  this  article  changed  your  attitude  toward  chimpanzees? 

• Do  you  think  that  scientists  like  Jane  Goodall  are  doing  valuable  work? 

• When  you  read,  listen  to,  or  watch  a good  interview,  you  often  feel  as 
though  you’d  like  to  learn  more  about  the  subject.  If  you  could  talk 
with  Jane  Goodall,  what  additional  questions  would  you  like  to  ask  her? 


1.  Answer  questions  l.b.  and  l.e.  on  page  306  of  Crossroads  10. 


2.  a.  What  questions  and  answers  in  this  interview  interest  you  the  most? 

b.  Do  you  think  Vicki  Gabereau  planned  all  the  questions  to  this  interview 
before  the  interview  began?  Explain. 

c.  Based  on  this  interview,  do  you  think  Vicki  Gabereau  is  a good  interviewer? 
Explain. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  53  in  the  Appendix. 

To  learn  about  Vicki  Gabereau,  go  to  the  following  website.  You  may  find  some 
surprising  facts  about  her  life. 

http://www.tv.cbc.ca/lifeandtimes/biol999/gabereau.htin/ 

When  you  think  about  the  people  you’re  acquainted  with,  you  probably  know 
someone  who  would  be  interesting  to  interview. 


Lee:  My  brother’s  friend  is  a pilot.  He’s  building  his  own  plane. 

Mei-Ly:  My  sister  is  an  emergency  medical  technician.  She’s  helped  to  save  lots  of 
people’s  lives. 

Eric:  My  grandfather  is  a World  War  11  veteran.  He  took  part  in  the  invasion  of  Italy. 

Mei-Ly:  My  aunt  owns  a travel  agency.  She  has  lots  of  tips  on  planning  vacations. 

Eric:  Our  neighbour  trains  horses.  He  can  turn  a wild  colt  into  a riding  horse. 

Lee:  1 know  a guy  in  our  town  who  started  a small  welding  business.  Now  he’s  a 
millionaire. 

Mei  Ly:  The  minister  of  our  church  spent  two  years  working  in  Nicaragua,  helping 
poor  people.  He  knows  a lot  about  Latin  America  and  Third  World  problems. 
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Suppose  that  you’ve  located  someone  you’d  like  to  interview.  What  procedure  would 
you  use  to  set  up  the  interview  and  conduct  it? 

Read  pages  238  and  239  in  Reading  and  Writing  for  Success  and  pages  36  and  37  of 
Crossroads  10  to  review  how  to  conduct  an  interview.  Be  sure  to  add  any  new  words 
you  encounter  to  your  vocabulary  log. 

3.  Summarize  the  steps  you  should  follow  in  the  interview  process  by  completing 
the  following  chart  in  your  notebook. 


^ , “ Steps  ypu .Should  Follow  in 'thelnterview^ Process;!^ 

Planning  an 
Interview 

J 

Conducting  an 
Interview 

After  the 
Interview 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  54  in  the  Appendix. 


Go  to  page  8 of  Assignment  Booklet  2A  and  respond  to 
question  4 of  Section  2. 


In  this  lesson,  you  reviewed  how  to  conduct  an 
interview.  Discovering  as  much  as  you  can  about  your 
subject  and  planning  your  questions  in  advance  are 
essential  steps  to  prepare  for  a successful  interview. 


Conclusion 


In  this  section,  you’ve  thought  about  the  influence  that  television  has  on  your  life. 
You  learned  that  it’s  important  to  be  a critical  viewer  when  you  watch  TV  so  that  you 
can  recognize  stereotyped  images,  unrealistic  behaviour,  and  special  effects.  Because 
television  is  the  most  popular  of  the  mass  media,  you  need  to  be  especially  alert 
about  how  it  affects  your  values  and  attitudes. 

You  also  examined  a variety  of  texts,  reviewed  sound  devices  and  figurative  language 
in  poetry,  and  set  up  and  conducted  an  interview. 
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Newspapers  apd  Magazines 


Which  magazines  and  newspapers  do  you  read  regularly?  The  print  media  are  an  important  source  of 
information  for  people  in  our  society.  Daily  newspapers  contain  a variety  of  items  that  inform  readers. 


Magazines  present  more  detailed  information  in  news  or  in  special-interest  areas,  such  as  nature, 
sports,  hobbies,  lifestyle,  entertainment,  the  arts,  and  so  on.  Magazines  tend  to  rely  more  heavily  on 
colour  graphics  (pictures,  fonts,  layouts)  and  a cover  image  or  style  that  is  attractive  to  their  target 
audiences. 


In  this  section  you  will  investigate  how  news  articles  are  written.  You  will  consider  bias  in  news 
reporting. 
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tesm1:  News  Articles 


News  articles  are  the  mainstay  of  newspapers  and  are  the  primary  focus  of  the  front 
pages  and  sections  of  the  large  “dailies.” 

“Readins  News  Articles” 

To  read  news  articles  effectively,  you  need  to  be  aware  of  their  elements.  Turn  to 
page  70  in  Reading  and  Writing  for  Success  and  read  “Reading  News  Articles.”  Stop 
at  the  heading  “How  to  Read  a News  Article”  on  page  71. 

1.  In  your  notebook,  match  the  terms  in  Column  A with  their  corresponding 
definitions  from  Column  B. 


Column  A 


Column  B 


a.  headline 

b.  by-line 

c.  placeline 

d.  lead 

e.  body 

f.  quotations 

g.  facts 

h.  vivid  language 


i.  the  most  important  information  presented  briefly 

ii.  additional  information  listed 

iii.  sums  up  the  story  and  catches  the  reader’s  eye 

iv.  people’s  comments,  word  for  word 
V.  tells  where  the  story  happens 

vi.  tells  who  wrote  the  article 

vii.  words  used  to  describe  events  clearly 

viii.  true  statements  about  events 


Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  55  in  the  Appendix. 
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There  are  two  basic  types  of  news  articles. 

• Hard  News:  This  is  the  term  for  breaking  news  stories 
and  ongoing  news  stories — the  news  of  the  day. 

• Soft  News:  This  is  the  term  for  news  stories  that 
aren’t  time  sensitive.  Soft  news  stories  include 
profiles  of  people  and  human-interest  stories. 

One  distinction  between  the  two  types  of  news  articles  is  the  ability  of 
the  newspaper  staff  to  choose  the  story.  When  an  event  happens  such  as  a plane 
crash,  or  an  election,  the  event  drives  the  agenda,  and  the  journalists  must  scramble 
to  cover  the  story.  This  is  hard  news.  When  the  journalists  control  the  agenda  and 
decide  to  pursue  a news  story  of  interest  to  readers,  it  is  soft  news. 

Turn  to  page  72  in  Reading  and  Writing  for  Success  and  read  the  news  article  “9.84.” 

2.  Is  “9.84”  a hard  news  or  soft  news  story?  Explain. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  55  in  the  Appendix. 

“Analyzing  a News  Article" 

The  structure  of  a news  article  (hard  news  or  soft  news)  consists  of  a lead  and  the 
body.  Unlike  an  essay,  a news  article  has  no  conclusion.  Journalists  realize  that 
readers  will  not  likely  read  the  whole  piece,  so  they  pack  most  of  the  important  facts 
at  the  beginning  of  the  news  article. 

News  reports  must  answer  six  important  questions  about  events: 

• Who  did  it? 

• What  happened? 

• When  did  it  happen? 

• Where  did  it  happen? 

• Why  did  it  happen? 

• How  did  it  happen? 

These  questions  are  called  the  W5  + H questions. 

Reporters  begin  with  the  most  important  facts  in  the  lead  and  then  give  the  facts  of 
lesser  importance  in  the  body  of  the  article.  This  way,  even  readers  who  read  only 
the  beginning  of  the  report  will  get  the  most  important  information  about  the  event. 
This  pattern  of  presenting  information  is  called  the  inverted  pyramid. 


To  learn  more  about  how  a newspaper  article  is  organized,  turn  to  pages  75  to  76  in 
Reading  and  Writing  for  Success  and  read  “Analyzing  a News  Article.”  Be  sure  to  add 
any  new  words  you  encounter  to  your  vocabulary  log. 

3.  Turn  to  page  77  of  Reading  and  Writing  for  Success  and  read  the  news  story 
“DNA  Traces  Teacher’s  Lineage  back  9000  Years.”  Then  answer  questions  1 to  4 
on  the  same  page. 

4.  List  three  questions  that  you  would  like  answered 
about  this  news  article. 

5.  Answer  the  following  questions  about  “DNA 
Traces  Teacher’s  Lineage  back 
9000  Years.” 

a.  What  is  the  headline? 

b.  What  is  the  placeline? 

c.  What  is  the  by-line? 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  55  in  the  Appendix. 


Go  to  pages  1 to  3 of  Assignment  Booklet  2B  and  respond 
to  question  1 of  Section  3. 


In  a hard  news  story,  most  of  the  important  details  are  given  in  the  first  sentence  or 
two. 


For  example  a hard  news  reporter  might  write  the  lead  on  a 
news  story  based  on  the  fairy  tale  of  “Little  Red  Riding  Hood” 
in  the  following  way: 

A Meadowview  grandmother  was  rescued  from  the  belly  of  a 
wolf  yesterday  when  her  5-year-old  granddaughter  alerted  a 
nearby  woodcutter. 

6.  Write  the  lead  to  a hard  news  report  based  on  the  nursery  rhyme 
“Jack  and  Jill.” 

Jack  and  Jill  went  up  the  hill. 

To  fetch  a pail  of  water; 

Jack  fell  down,  and  broke  his  crown. 

And  Jill  came  tumbling  after. 

Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  56  in  the  Appendix. 
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Choose  a well-known  faiiy  tale,  nursery  rhyme,  or  other  children’s  story  and 
rewrite  the  storv  as  a new  article.  Use  the  inverted  pyramid  style.  Place  the 
news  article  in.  your  portfolio. 


le^m  2:  Is  the  Report  Objective? 


Most  reporters  try  to  present  hard  news 
stories  objectively.  To  avoid  bias,  a 
journalist  will  usually  give  two  sides  of 
a story,  quote  from  different  reliable 
sources,  and  not  introduce  personal 
opinion. 

However,  sometimes  a reporter  will  tell  a 
story  so  the  point  of  view  appeals  to  a 
certain  audience.  This  point  of  view  is 
called  the  slant. 

Turn  to  pages  114  and  115  of  Reading 
and  Writing  for  Success  and  read 
“Recognizing  Bias.” 

1.  In  your  own  words,  explain  the 
phrase  loaded  words. 


Compare  your  response  with  the  one  on  page  56  in  the  Appendix. 
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Seeing  the  Slant 


Recognizing  the  biases  that  writers  of  news  articles  may  bring  to  their  stories  is 
important.  You  can  then  consider  other  possible  viewpoints  before  making  up  your 
mind  about  issues. 


Read  “Seeing  the  Slant”  on  pages  78  to  80  of  Reading  and  Writing  for  Success,  which 
illustrates  slant  or  bias  in  news  stories  by  showing  you  two  different  accounts  of  the 
same  sports  story.  Be  sure  to  add  any  new  words  you  encounter  to  your  vocabulary 
log. 

2.  Examine  the  chart  in  the  left  column  of  page  80  of  Reading  and  Writing  for 
Success.  Name  other  types  of  slant  or  bias  and  give  an  example  of  each  type. 

3.  When  do  you  think  bias  should  be  avoided  and  when  can  it  be  allowed?  Give 
reasons  to  support  your  opinion. 

Compare  your  responses  with  those  on  page  56  in  the  Appendix. 


Go  to  page  3 in  Assignment  Booklet  2B  and  respond  to 
question  2 of  Section  3. 


In  this  section,  you  examined  newspaper  and  magazine  articles.  You  explored  how 
news  reports  are  written  and  you  considered  bias  in  news  reporting. 

Like  other  media,  magazines  and  newspapers  are  helping  to  shape  your  opinion 
about  people,  places,  and  events. 
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You  have  come  to  the  end  of  Module  2;  Media  Influences.  Throughout  this  module, 
you  examined  a variety  of  texts  that  explored  different  aspects  of  media  influence  on 
personal  values  and  beliefs. 


The  following  are  some  of  the  activities 
you  completed: 

• evaluated  websites 

• considered  e-mail  conventions  and 
etiquette 

• examined  the  pros  and  cons  of 
television 

• reflected  on  stereotyped  images  in 
the  media 

• reviewed  figurative  language  and 
sound  devices  in  poetry 

• conducted  an  interview 


• investigated  how  news  articles  are 
written  and  considered  bias  in  news  reporting 


• wrote  journal  entries 


• kept  a vocabulary  log 


• produced  portfolio  items 


Go  to  pages  4 to  6 of  Assignment  Booklet  2B  and  complete 
the  Final  Module  Assignment. 
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' Susgested  Responses 
Image  Credits 


Glossary 


alliteration:  the  repetition  of  the  initial 
consonant  sound  in  words 

bias:  a preference,  especially  one  that  inhibits 
objectivity 

bookmarks:  a list  of  your  favourite  web  pages 

critical  viewers:  viewers  who  question, 
analyse,  and  evaluate  what  they  are 
watching 

electronic  mail  (e-mail):  a system  for  sending 
and  receiving  messages  electronically  over  a 
computer  network 

favourites:  see  bookmarks 

hotlink:  a connection  between  two  web  pages 

hyperbole:  exaggeration  to  create  emphasis  or 
humour 

hyperlink:  see  hotlink 

inverted  pyramid:  a pattern  of  presenting 
information  where  the  writer  presents  the 
most  important  facts  first 

link:  see  hotlink 

metaphor:  an  implied  comparison 

passive  viewers:  viewers  who  accept  what  they 
see  as  being  true;  they  do  not  question  the 
ideas,  feelings,  and  behaviours 

personification:  a kind  of  comparison  where 
something  non-human  is  compared  to 
something  human 


rhyme:  the  repetition  of  the  final  sounds  in 
words  in  a poem 

rhythm:  the  pattern  of  stressed  and  unstressed 
syllables  in  a poem 

simile:  a kind  of  comparison  where  the  words 
like  or  as  are  used 

slant:  a particular  point  of  view  to  attract  the 
attention  of  readers 

speciality  channels:  television  channels  with 
programs  that  are  geared  to  special  interests 
or  subjects 

subject  (of  an  interview):  the  person  being 
interviewed 

uniform  resource  locator  (URL):  the  address 
for  websites 

W5  + H questions:  the  questions  that  a 
reporter  answers  (Who  did  it?  What 
happened?  When  did  it  happen?  Where  did 
it  happen?  How  did  it  happen?) 

web  browser:  a computer-software  program 
that  retrieves  information  from  websites 

website:  a set  of  interconnected  web  pages 
prepared  and  maintained  as  a collection  of 
information  by  a person,  group,  or 
organization 

World  Wide  Web  (the  Web):  a network  of 
websites  on  the  Internet 
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Sussested  Responses 


Section  1 : Lesson  1 

1.  A “Nova  Scotia  duck  tolling  retriever”  is  a breed  of  dog. 

2.  Responses  will  vary.  Ask  yourself  questions  like  these: 

• What  does  the  URL  tell  you  about  the  site?  Is  the  site  maintained  by  a reliable  organization? 

• Why  is  the  site  there?  To  inform?  Persuade?  Advertise? 

• How  did  you  find  the  site?  Was  it  hotlinked  to  a reliable  source? 

• When  was  the  site  last  updated? 

3.  Responses  will  vary.  The  following  is  a sample  response: 

Attractive  visual  layout  will  draw  people’s  attention,  but  content  is  essential  to  keep  people’s 
interest. 

4.  a.  Responses  will  vary.  The  following  is  a sample  response: 

You  could  include  information  about  yourself,  your  family  and  community,  and  your  interests. 
You  might  want  to  list  your  favourite  books  or  music.  You’d  have  to  think  carefully  about 
disclosing  personal  information— what  would  you  want  to  share  with  other  people?  What 
would  you  prefer  to  keep  private? 

b.  Visual  appeal  can  be  created  in  many  ways.  The  size,  type,  and  colour  of  the  print  plus  the 
overall  layout  and  colour  scheme  of  the  web  page  should  be  considered.  You  can  also 
incorporate  graphics.  Using  a digital  camera,  you  might  want  to  include  photographs  on  your 
website. 

5.  a.  Hero  Joy  Nightingale  uses  the  Internet  to  meet  new  people  and  to  publish  her  magazine.  The 

Internet  has  enabled  her  to  communicate  with  the  world. 

b.  Nightingale  isn’t  able  to  type  herself.  She  scrawls  letters  into  her  mother’s  palm;  then  her 
mother  types  the  words  into  the  computer. 


Section  1 : Lesson  2 

1.  Wording  will  vary,  but  your  answers  should  be  something  like  this: 


E-MAIL  ETIQUETTE 


Questions  to  Ask  Yourself 

Points  to  Keep  in  Mind 

Audience 

• Who  will  read  your  messase? 

• How  should  you  adjust  your  writins  style 
so  that  it’s  appropriate  for  this  audience? 

• Your  writins  style  (your  sentences 
and  word  choices)  should  be 
adjusted  to  suit  your  audience.  The 
way  you  write  can  show  respect  or 
disrespect  for  your  reader.  When 
you’re  writins  to  adults,  for 
example,  you’ll  want  to  avoid 
casual  expressions  and  slans- 

Tone 

• How  do  you  sound? 

• What  attitude  do  you  want  to  present 
toward  your  reader? 

• Your  word  choices  can  make  you 
sound  serious  or  funny,  polite  or 
rude,  and  pleasant  or  unpleasant. 

• In  work-related  messases,  you  want 
to  sound  knowledseable,  efficient, 
and  courteous. 

Content 

• Have  you  expressed  your  thoushts 
clearly,  connpletely,  and  as  concisely  as 
possible? 

• E-mail  is  usually  brief,  but  you 
should  always  sive  all  the  necessary 
information. 

• Your  messases  should  inform,  not 
confuse,  the  reader.  Try  to 
anticipate  the  reader’s  questions  in 
your  messase. 

Correctness 

• Have  you  checked  your  spell  ins? 

• Are  your  sentences  clear  and  complete? 

• Have  you  used  correct  punctuation, 
capitalization,  and  srammar? 

• Even  if  your  e-mail  prosram  is 
equipped  with  a spellins  and 
srammar  check,  you  should 
proofread  your  messases  carefully. 

• Read  ins  ^ messase  out  loud  may 
help  you  to  find  mistakes. 

2.  a.  This  writer  (John  Doe)  is  asking  the  recipient  (Mrs.  Widnowsky)  to  volunteer  her  time  to  speak 
at  this  meeting.  In  fact,  the  writer  is  asking  for  a favour;  but  in  this  message,  the  writer  sounds 
as  though  he  is  giving  an  order.  The  writer  should  use  a respectful,  polite  tone.  Words  like 
please,  would  you  kindly,  we  would  be  grateful,  and  thank  you  would  make  this  message  sound 
better. 
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b.  The  writer  doesn’t  explain  when  and  where  the  meeting  will  take  place,  what  topic 

Mrs.  Widnowsky  should  speak  about,  why  she  is  being  asked  to  speak,  and  how  long  her 
presentation  should  be. 

c.  Three  mistakes  that  should  be  corrected  are  the  spelling  of  the  words  speaker  and  possible  and 
the  run-on  sentence.  This  message  should  have  been  written  in  two  sentences,  with  a period 
after  the  word  meeting. 

d.  Your  message  should  look  similar  to  this  one: 


Mrs.  Widnowsky: 

Our  Teen  Club  would  like  to  invite  you  to  speak  at  our  next  meeting  on  November 
at  7:30  in  the  Lakeview  Community  Centre.  We’re  interested  in  learning  more  about 
your  proposal  to  develop  Lakeshore  Park.  About  20  teens  usually  attend  our  meetings. 
Would  you  be  willing  to  speak  to  us  for  20  to  30  minutes  and  answer  questions 
afterward?  We’d  be  grateful  for  your  time. 

John  Doe  (President,  Lakeview  Teens) 


Section  2:  Lesson  1 

1.  Canadians  are  watching  less  TV.  Women  watch  more  TV  than  men.  French-speaking  Quebecers 
watch  more  TV  than  English-speaking  Quebecers  and  the  rest  of  Canada.  Older  Canadians  watch 
more  TV  than  younger  Canadians. 

2.  Some  of  the  reasons  are  overall  attendance  at  movies  has  increased  and  Internet  usage  has 
increased. 

3.  a.  The  information  available  on  television  includes  the  following: 

• news  (international,  national,  and  local;  political,  economic,  business,  and  community) 

• consumer  information 

• weather  forecasts  and  warnings 

• sports  reports 

• health  and  medical  information 

• historical,  environmental,  and  scientific  information 

• biographical  programs 

• entertainment  and  travel  information 
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b.  Entertainment  that  is  available  on  television  includes  the  following; 

• sports 

• comedy 

• music 

• movies  and  feature  presentations 

• serious  drama 

• children’s  programs 

• adventure,  mystery,  and  thriller  programs 

• soap  operas 

• game  shows 

• survivor  programs 

4.  Question  l.d.  in  Crossroads  10 

The  word  ventures  refers  to  business  enterprises  involving  some  risk  in  expectation  of  financial 
gain.  The  phrase  Angus  Reid  poll  refers  to  a company  that  conducts  opinion  surveys  for  business 
and  government.  The  phrase  on  an  upswing  means  an  increase,  as  in  movement  or  business 
activity. 

Question  4 in  Crossroads  10 

The  abbreviations  in  this  article  include  the  following: 

• TV  - television 

• APTN  - Aboriginal  Peoples  Television  Network 

• CRTC  - Canadian  Radio  and  Television  Commission 

• CBC  - Canadian  Broadcasting  Corporation 

• CTV  - Canadian  Television 

The  purpose  of  abbreviations  is  to  shorten  expressions.  The  advantage  of  abbreviations  is  that  the 
abbreviations  are  easier  to  say  and  take  up  less  space  in  an  article.  The  disadvantage  of 
abbreviations  is  that  the  meaning  of  the  abbreviation  may  be  unclear  to  the  reader  or  listener. 

Some  common  media  abbreviations  are  as  follows: 

• SFX  - special  effects 

• WS  - wide  shot 

• LS  - long  shot 

• CU  - close  up 

• VO  - voice  over 

• OSV  - off-screen  voice 

• DVD  - digital  video  disc 

• VHS  - video  home  system 

• HDTV  - high-definition  television 

• SDTV  - standard-definition  television 

Did  you  think  of  any  other  media  abbreviations?  Media  terms  will  be  explored  more  closely  in 
Module  6:  Visual  Representations. 
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5.  a.  When  the  poet  says  “we,”  he  is  referring  to  modern-age  people. 

b.  The  poet’s  viewpoint  is  that  people  today  are  disconnecting  themselves  from  the  outside  world 
and  nature. 

6.  The  following  are  some  ways  that  TV  stations  make  their  news  broadcasts  entertaining: 

• They  hire  attractive  people  to  act  as  anchors  and  reporters. 

• They  create  an  attractive  set  for  the  news  broadcast. 

• They  use  colourful  images,  logos,  graphics,  and  music  to  keep  the  viewers  interested. 

• They  use  story  teasers  (questions,  visuals,  exciting  statements)  before  the  news  broadcast  to 
attract  viewers. 

• They  feature  stories  that  have  exciting  video  footage. 

• They  keep  their  stories  quite  short  so  that  the  viewers  don’t  get  bored. 

• They  have  reporters  on  location  to  provide  news  as  it’s  happening. 

• They  include  emotional  human-interest  stories  so  that  the  viewers  are  not  bored  with  factual 
information. 

7.  Ask  yourself  questions  like  these: 

• Is  this  a realistic  program?  Are  the  situations  similar  to  those  you  might  expect  in  real  life? 

• Do  the  characters  in  this  program  act  realistically?  Do  they  respond  to  incidents  and  events  in 
a realistic  way? 

• Does  this  program  use  special  effects  to  create  excitement? 

• Does  this  program  include  taped  laughter  to  promote  a humorous  reaction? 

• Does  this  program  contain  excessive  violence,  explicit  sexuality,  or  unnecessary  profanity? 

• Does  this  program  feature  characters  who  model  inappropriate  behaviour? 

• Does  this  program  promote  values  that  my  family  would  disapprove  of? 
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Section  2:  Lesson  2 

1.  Responses  will  vary.  The  following  is  a sample  response. 


Profession 

Stereotypical  Image 

Real  Life 

Doctors 

• smart,  sood-lookins 

• sympathetic  to  patients 

• usually  save  the  patient's  life 

• perform  many  routine, 
unexciting  tasks 

• usually  work  in  teams 

• often  are  unable  to  save  the 

• may  isnore  rules  or 

patient’s  life  or  cure  the 

procedures,  or  defy  their 
bosses 

disease 

• may  suffer  from  stress  due 

• capable,  able  to  handle 
pressure 

to  overwork 

Lawyers 

• clever,  usually  smarter  than 
everyone  else 

• follow  legal  processes 

• follow  courtroom 

• good-lookins  and 

procedures;  seldom  make 

well-dressed 

dramatic  speeches  in  court 

• ruthless;  will  do  anything  to 

• perform  many  routine 

help  their  clients 

unexciting  tasks 

• usually  win  their  cases 

• make  powerful,  dramatic 
speeches  in  court 

• spend  most  of  their  time 
doing  paperwork 

Business  Executives 

• good-looking  and 

• power  often  limited  by 

well-dressed 

• very  powerful  and  often 

other  corporate  officers 
and  by  shareholders 

ruthless 

• often  make  important 

• usually  make  decisions  with 
others 

decisions  alone 

• usually  wealthy 

• often  engage  in  risky  deals 

• use  planning  to  minimize 
financial  risks 
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2.  a.  Responses  will  vary.  A sample  answer  is  given. 

There  are  some  television  stars  who  are  average  looking,  although  the  majority  are  very 
attractive.  Examples  of  the  more  average-looking  stars  include  Mike  Bullard  (talk-show  host), 
Vicki  Gabereau  (talk-show  host),  Camryn  Manheim  (actor  who  plays  Eleanor  Frutt  on  the  TV 
series  The  Practice],  and  Michael  Badalucco  (actor  who  plays  Jimmy  Berlutti  on  the  TV  series 
The  Practice] . 

b.  M.C.  stands  for  master  of  ceremony. 

c.  The  tone  of  “Reflections  Dental”  is  exaggerated.  The  poet  is  using  exaggeration  to  expose  the 
artificial  world  of  television. 

3.  a.  McGinley  uses  rhyming  couplets  in  her  poem.  This  means  that  the  final  words  in  each  pair  of 

lines  rhyme.  For  example,  the  final  words  in  lines  1 and  2 rhyme,  the  final  words  in  lines  3 and 
4 rhyme,  and  so  on. 

Another  way  of  describing  this  rhyme  scheme  is  aabbccddeeffgghh.  The  letters  represent  the 
rhyming  patterns. 

b.  Responses  will  vary.  The  following  are  some  examples  of  alliteration  from  this  poem: 

• “Do  teeth  on  television  shine!” 

• “No  flutist  flutes,  no  dancer  twirls,” 

• “Clowns,  critics,  clergy,  commentators,” 

• “The  crooner  crooning  for  his  supper—” 

4.  a.  metaphor:  The  teeth  are  being  compared  to  matching  pearls. 

b.  simile:  The  sets  of  teeth  are  being  compared  to  rows  of  identical  corn. 

c.  metaphor:  The  teeth  are  being  compared  to  white  treasure. 

d.  hyperbole:  The  number  of  smiles  on  television  is  being  exaggerated  to  emphasize  the  huge 
quantity  of  perfect  smiles. 

e.  simile:  The  sight  of  an  imperfect  set  of  teeth  would  be  as  pleasing  as  gold  is  to  a miser. 

Section  2:  Lesson  3 

1.  Question  l.b.  in  Crossroads  10 

According  to  Goodall,  a good  animal  observer  must  have  patience  and  not  mind  being  alone.  She 
was  able  to  study  chimpanzees  without  having  studied  in  university  because  she  had  curiosity  and 
an  unbiased  mind. 

Question  l.e.  in  Crossroads  10 

No,  Goodall  states  she  tries  not  to  interact  with  the  chimpanzees,  but  only  observe.  She  limits  the 
bananas  she  gives  them.  She  doesn’t  try  to  communicate  with  them. 
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2.  a.  Responses  will  vary.  Perhaps  you  were  curious  about  how  Jane  Goodall  began  her  study  of 
chimpanzees,  or  you  may  have  been  more  interested  in  the  chimpanzees  themselves. 

b.  Vicki  Gabereau  probably  planned  some  questions,  but  others  were  likely  spontaneous. 


c.  Yes,  Vicki  Gabereau  asks  interesting  questions  and  makes  her  subjects  comfortable. 
3.  Your  chart  should  be  similar  to  this: 


Steps  You  Should  Follow  in  the  Interview  Process 

Planning  an 
Interview 

• Select  a subject. 

• Write  to  the  subject  or  phone  to  request  the  interview,  and  explain  the 
purpose  of  the  interview. 

• Arranse  a time  and  place  for  the  inteview. 

• Ask  permission  to  tape  the  inteview. 

• Find  out  as  much  as  possible  about  the  subject. 

• Develop  a list  of  questions  to  ask  the  subject. 

• Test  your  tape  recorder  to  be  sure  that  it's  functionins  correctly. 

Conducting  an 
Interview 

• Arrive  on  time  with  the  necessary  materials  and  equipment. 

• Introduce  yourself  to  the  subject  if  necessary. 

• Ask  your  questions  clearly 

• Take  notes  durins  the  inteview. 

• Listen  carefully  to  the  subject’s  answers,  and  ask  appropriate  questions 
that  arise. 

• Thank  the  subject  for  the  inteview. 

After  the 
Interview 

• Write  a letter  thankins  the  subject  for  the  inteview. 

• Use  the  tape  and  your  notes  to  write  an  article  or  make  a report. 

• Check  your  writins  to  be  sure  that  you’ve  quoted  your  subject’s  words 
accurately 
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Section  3:  Lesson  1 


1.  a.  iii  b.  vi  c.  v d.  i e.  ii  f.  iv  g.  viii  h.  vii 

2.  The  article  “9.84”  is  a soft  news  story  because  it  is  a human-interest  story.  The  story  is  more  of  an 
analysis  of  a hard  news  story  that  had  occurred  earlier  in  the  week. 

3.  Question  1 from  Reading  and  Writing  for  Success:  “Using  DNA  from  . . . bones  were  found.” 
Question  2 from  Reading  and  Writing  for  Success 


Question 


Who  did  it? 

"Oxford  University  scientists" 

What  happened? 

"established  a blood  tie  between  a 
9000-year-old  skeleton  and  an  English 
school  teacher" 

When  did  it  happen? 

"announced  yesterday" 

Where  did  it  happen? 

"southwestern  England" 

Why  did  it  happen? 

"TV  Station  HTV  comnnissioned  the  study" 

How  did  it  happen? 

"using  DNA  from  a tooth" 

Question  3 from  Reading  and  Writing  for  Success 


Details 

Paragraph 

Number 

Identifies  the  teacher  and  tells  where  Cheddar  Man  was  found 

2 

Explains  the  significance  of  the  discovery 

3 

Provides  a quote  from  the  teacher  and  explains  who  commissioned  the 
study 

4 

Adds  expert  opinions  on  the  findings  as  well  as  some  background 
information 

5 

Question  4 from  Reading  and  Writing  for  Success:  The  article  does  follow  the  inverted  pyramid 
style  because  the  lead  paragraph  summarizes  the  main  points  in  the  article  and  the  following  body 
paragraphs  give  details  in  decreasing  importance. 


4.  Responses  will  vary.  Here  are  three  questions  you  might  have  thought  of: 

• How  many  people  had  their  DNA  tested  for  this  study? 

• Were  there  any  other  matches? 

• How  are  these  DNA  tests  done? 

5.  a.  “DNA  Traces  Teacher’s  Lineage  back  9000  Years” 

b.  London 

c.  Associated  Press  (The  Associated  Press  is  a news  agency.  The  agency,  not  the  individual  writer, 
is  credited.) 

6.  Responses  will  vary.  The  following  is  a sample  response: 

The  local  well  was  declared  a hazard  after  two  children  tumbled  down  the  hill  leading  to  the  well. 
Jack  suffered  a head  injury  but  is  expected  to  make  a full  recovery. 

Section  3:  Lesson  2 

1.  The  phrase  loaded  words  refers  to  words  that  show  bias  and  have  hidden  meanings  that  trigger  an 
emotional  response. 


Slant  or  Bias^^H 

Example 

Youth 

An  elderly  woman  drove  her  car  throush  the  window  of  the 
supermarket.  The  local  police  confirmed  that  this  was  the  fifth 
automobile  accident  involvins  senior  citizens  this  month. 

Pro-business 

The  only  factory  in  the  small  town  of  Cloverdale  closed  yesterday 
after  manasement  refused  to  cave  in  to  the  demands  of  the  union. 

Gun  control 

A Winnipes  woman  faces  more  than  a dozen  weapons  and  threats 
charses  in  two  recent  sun  incidents. 

Environmental  slant, 
animal  rights 

On  June  30,  a youns  black  bear  roaming  the  Andrews  subdivision 
was  trapped  in  a cage  and  euthanized.  Jane  Little,  a resident  of 
the  subdivision,  was  horrified  to  hear  of  the  bear’s  fate.  Her  family 
has  become  fond  of  another  small  bear  that  visits  their  backyard 
periodically. 

3.  It  is  reasonable  that  sports  articles  have  a slant  towards  the  home  team.  Fans  expect  to  read  reports 
that  are  favourable  to  their  teams.  However,  news  articles  should  be  reported  as  objectively  as 
possible.  Readers  want  to  read  the  facts;  opinions  should  be  left  to  the  editorial  pages. 
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